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WE AL
L HAI

L FRO
M SOM

EWHER
E. But 

where 
does c

ulture
 come

from? 
What f

eeds o
ur col

lectiv
e ever

yday e
xisten

ce? Wh
at off

ers it

longev
ity, c

onstit
ution,

form? 
Most t

ree ro
ots co

ngrega
te nea

r the

earth’
s surf

ace, a
nd sim

ilarly
, the 

roots 
of any

 cultu
re –– w

hile t
hey

may di
ve dee

p –– ar
e ofte

n just
 under

foot. 
In the

 case 
of Nor

th Ame
rican

or Bri
tish C

olumbi
an or 

our ow
n Koot

enay m
ountai

n cult
ure, t

he roo
ts

are su
rprisi

ngly c
lose. 

They c
ome fr

om yes
terday

, last
 winte

r, the
 

endles
s snow

s of t
he 199

0s, th
e wild

 freed
om of 

the 19
60s, a

 singu
lar

taproo
t fora

ging d
eep in

to the
 hidde

n spri
ngs of

 the l
ast mi

llenni
um. 

The fo
llowin

g is a
 colle

ction 
of sto

ries i
llumin

ating 
the su

bterra
nean

feed z
one of

 mount
ain cu

lture 
today.

 From 
the Ko

otenay
s to t

he Arc
tic

Circle
 to Eu

rope,
Japan 

and ba
ck aga

in, ou
r root

s grow
 far a

nd wid
e, but

what t
hey fo

ster a
bove g

round,
the ch

aracte
ristic

s they
 bring

 to a 
way

of lif
e, are

 compl
ex, ha

rdy an
d alwa

ys fas
cinati

ng. 


