burly?

burly?

burly?

burly?

burly?

burly?

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

no

no

no

no

no

no

In a region known for its untrammelled spaces,
a select breed finds the rush of life burned into
the most unlikely of places

By Dave Quinn

“I was driven thence for a space of nine days
upon foul, gravel-strewn, potholed roads,
but on the tenth day we reached the land of
the Asphalt Eaters, who thrive on pavements
smooth and fast, with reckless abandon and
without concern for their skin....”

Homey, The Longboard Odyssey

WE ARE ALL SEEKERS. Like our
heroes in the classic epics of yore, we are
willing to invite discomfort, pain and unem-
ployment into our lives as a means of fulfill-
ing our calling. The quest for the ultimate
wave, the perfect powder day or the sweetest
mountain bike line has derailed many a
good relationship or high-paying job.

A few burly souls, however, take the
search to a new level of sufferance and com-
mitment by dedicating their lives to a sport
of speed that has come into its own here in
the Kootenays: longboarding.

It is a sport unparalleled for its unforgiv-
ing requisite commitment to the moment.
When your asphalt playground moves
past you at 20 to 70 kilometres an hour,
even a momentary lapse of focus can leave
you missing large chunks of clothing and
skin—or worse.

On a longboard, feet spread wide, knees
bent for stability, one kick is all you need
to gain speed on almost frictionless wheels.

Pavement roughness translates through
wheels, trucks and board, directly into your
bones, and the urethane spin rises in pitch
with your excitement as you pick up speed.
Beginners arc slow, graceful carves, their
feet anchored to sanded grip tape on the
board, as they lean out over the pavement
blur, a move akin to a perfect powder turn
on your snowboard. Experienced long-
boarders, with plastic pucks sewn onto
work gloves to protect their hands, can lay
their bodies out almost horizontally to slide
around impossibly tight corners, causing
urethane to screech. The wind caresses or
whips you teary eyed, depending on your
velocity. Your clothing flaps behind you,
shaking off cares like dust from an old rug.

You want speed? Longboarding deliv-
ers. Instantly. For dedicated followers, fresh
black asphalt, sinuous and smooth, is the
Holy Grail. No gravel. No dangerous pot-
holes or cracks. Just a breathless, fluid meet-
ing of speed, athlete and pavement.

SKATEBOARDING has always found
fertile ground here in the Kootenays. This
untilled garden of rebels and willful indi-
viduals has always made room for those who
like to push the limits—or outrun them.
The street skating scene of the early 80s
saw kids across the Kootenays ollieing and

SUMMER 09 KMC 69



rail sliding anything they could, and entire
decks of plywood from local mills went
straight to backyards across the region,
curved and coped into ramps and half-
pipes. Raggedy, scabby elbows, knees,
stitched chins and bleary, red eyes graced
the back row of most classrooms.

But the grom days of rubber bones and
rapid healing must, ultimately, pass for
all skaters, and many committed lifetime
skaters have aged gracefully in the essence
of cool. Although never forsaking skate-
boarding entirely, these athletes outgrew the
slivery backyard ramps and sweaty sum-
mer night streetlight sessions and began to
embrace the speed and culture of long-
boarding. The wave caught, and today long-
boarders of all ages evade security on paved
golf course cart paths, urban side roads and
on quiet sections of major highways.

Depending on who you talk to, skate-
boarding, or “sidewalk surfing” as it was
originally termed, originated either in Hawaii
or in California in the 1950s, as a distraction
for surfers on days the surf was off.

Longer boards, soft urethane wheels and
wider trucks (the pivoting axles on a skate-
board) all evolved as tools to help mimic
the smooth, fast feel of a surfboard, but
skaters found that the longboard’s versatil-
ity made it more than a simple distraction
to fill gaps between surf sessions.

From sliding to street racing, and from
downbhill speed boarding to a simple means
of transportation, today’s longboards can be
found under the soles of duct-taped skate
shoes, polished business loafers, sporty run-
ners, hiking boots, even bare feet.

Other than the board, longboard gear
is a unique collection of protective cover-
ings sourced from Canadian Tire, ebay
and yard sales. Full-face helmets for those
cranial-concrete high-speed connections.
Work gloves with pucks glued or sewn to
the palms, so riders can drag their palms
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along the pavement like outriggers, while
sliding or carving. Shoes with soles worn
skin-thin from speed-checking foot drags.
Full motorcycle leathers from the local
pawnshop protect riders from the sicken-
ing, high-speed body slides that result from
a miscalculation. The minimum is gloves
and a helmet, and the rest is up to a skater’s
sense of skin preservation.

JULY 2002. The Kootenay’s first downhill
race, the Sullivan Challenge, rubs shoulders
with bocce and beer gardens at Kimberley,
British Columbia’s annual debauchery
that is Julyfest. From humble beginnings,
with a dozen hardy racers, today’s Sullivan
Challenge is a main attraction for the
annual festival. Live punk rock echoes off
the downtown buildings and locals crowd
the hay bale-lined racecourse to watch the
action, as over 80 riders from across the
globe converge on the beer-saturated
Bavarian town. Riders start above town at
the local high school and gain speed quickly
on the steep curves through town. Crowds
line the course where it crosses Highway
95A downtown, gathering like sharks

to watch the action as hay bales fly with
crashes in this tough left-right-left triple
corner. Longboarding comes alive in the
Kootenays.

AUGUST 2005. The fresh asphalt
surface of Nelson’s Sproule Creek Road is
barely cool when longboarders discover it.
Sproule Creek Road starts low and smooth,
a longboard bunny hill. However, it soon
drops steeply, riders standing tall, spread-
ing their arms to catch the wind and slow
their descent. Soon the car, at 60 kilometres
an hour, can no longer safely handle the
curves and the riders fly ahead, out of sight.
The car enters the final straight stretch to
glimpse the distant riders lay it out to slide

|
KM ergirl Sharma Yawrenko soul surfing the
Trans=Canada, minutes into fresh summer-asphalt.
Photo: Chris Tighe

around the corner at the T-intersection at
the bottom in a spray of gravel and shred-
ded urethane.

JULY 2007. The winding and awe-
inspiring Kicking Horse Canyon section of
the Trans-Canada Highway is nearing the
end of a massive widening and resurfac-
ing project. Golden riders manage to sneak
in two epic rides on kilometres of steep,
four-lane, virgin highway, before the on-site
security guard politely asks them to leave
and traffic storms the road.

PROBABLE FIRST DESCENTS.

Ian Comishin, innovator of the modern
skateboard industry, has dropped BC’s
highest passes (see sidebar). “Kootenay Pass
is a long, picturesque ride in a place that is
pretty spiritual to me; I lost a good friend
and roommate in an avalanche there,”
Comishin explains “There are passing lanes
most of the way, so you can stay away from
traffic a bit easier, and it is mellow enough
that you never have to brake for corners.
You just push off from the lake at the sum-
mit and drop in for a super-long run—a
total leg-burner,” he says. “The Blueberry-
Paulson [Summit] is pretty intense,
especially flying around the tight corner
into oncoming traffic onto the Blueberry-
Paulson bridge, one of the highest bridges
in the area. A real rush.”

LONGBOARDERS STILL listen
to punk rock, celebrate their individual-
ity and fight passionately for their right to
skate—skateboarding is not, and never has
been, a crime. But skateboarding today is
experiencing a resurgence and skateboard-
ers are looking for ways to legalize and cel-
ebrate their sport. The punk street skaters
of the 80s and 90s are the punk dads and
moms of today, and parenthood has a funny
way of legitimizing fringe activities.

But the search never ends, and as the
Kootenays move from the gravel age into the
era of asphalt, this area will continue to be a
great base for those who crave asphalt eating.

Kimberley, BC-based freelance writer and
photographer Dave Quinn is also a multiple
contributor for this issue. Our Backyard
department, page 30, features his look at the
state of the Purcell Mountain Range.

Photos (top to bottom): Dave Quinn, Michelle K. Langfeldt, Dave Quinn

* Three Kootenay-based longboard builders

Jody Willcock :

Marysville; BC’s Jody Willcock, 35, is a longboard
designer, tester, builder and the man behind:
Kimberley’s Sullivan Challenge downhill race; British
Columbia’s first official [ongboard race.

FIRST BOARD: In 1984, Pops bought Willcock his first' ,
board at a yard sale, clay wheels and all, and he =
upgraded to a 4o-inch longboard and leathers while

:at the University of British Columbia in the mid-gos.

BOARDS: He started designing and building prototype

-boards in the mid-gos-and today works from his

own wood-heated shop, just south of Kimberley
in-Marysville, designing, testing and pressing
boards for industry giants like Ground Control afnd
Landyachtz—and he has his own CNC router. Willcock
is credited with the revolutionary “drop-deck”

‘longboard laminating process.

FAVOURITE RIDE: “Not tellin! The 12-kilometre ride
from the top of townsite in Kimberley to-my home'in:
Marysville is;up there; though.”

www.nuac.ca {

-SlowMotion Longboards

Sharma Yawrenko, 29;is an owner; rider and artist

behind SlowMotion Longboards and Plain'Wayne and
Jane Boutique in Golden, British Columbia. 3 ;
FIRST.BOARD: Yawrenko’s been on and off skateboards

-, since she was six. She built her first. longboard in
+ 'her kitchen so she could get to school. In 2008,

Yawrenko’s boards surfed across the ocean as part of

“an exhibition, appropriately entitled Skateboards, at

the Rohsska Museum for Design and Applied Art.in
Goteborg, Sweden. * -

BOARDS: SlowMotion’s specialty is custom hand- *
painted longboards,-with five boards to choose from.

. Sharma’s studio is located at Golden’s Plain Jane and
* Wayne Boutique, so riders can witness their board’s

creation. ¢ :

Yawrenko loves “The feeling, the sound and Holy :
Shit! factor” of longboarding.
www.slowmotionlongboards.com

Kebbek

lan Comishin, 35, grew up in Kimberley, British

* Columbia.and is now building boards-in Montreal.

He is the owner and visionary behind PM-Kebbek *

skateboards and clothing-and Kejlyka custom interior

baseboards. X
BOARDS: PM-Kebbek has been a persistent Canadian .
presence in a US-dominated skate industry for over a -
decade. As.with skate videos such as Rednekand the
2000 province-wide skate tour Hicks on Sticks, an:
strives.to share his small-town Kootenay roots with a
wider audience. Today, with 10 sponsored pro riders,

- Kebbek boards are sold and raced across'the planet.

Comishin recently started the Downhill Racing

Association of Skateboarding (DRAS) to help raise

cash purses for downhill races.
RiDES:'Memorable rides'include possible first:
descents down both sides of Kootenay Pass, as well

*.as the Blueberry-Paulson Summit.

www.kebbek.com
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